WILLIAM O’MEARA

Concert Organist

William O’Meara has performed at festivals and concert series throughout North America, South America and Europe. His many engagements include St. Paul’s Cathedral (London, UK),  Toronto International Bach Festival, Harvard University Organ Society (Cambridge, USA), Trnava Organ Days (Slovakia), Warsaw International Festival of Organ Music (Poland), Turin International Organ Festival (Italy), Sao Bento International Organ Festival (Sao Paulo, Brazil), Perm Organ Festival (Perm, Russia), Piccolo Spoleto Festival (Charleston, USA).  Closer to home, he has performed at Fédération québécoise des amis de l’orgue (Québec), repeat engagements at Jack Singer Hall (Calgary) and Roy Thomson Hall (Toronto), the International Congress of Organists (Montreal), Royal Canadian College of Organists national convention, and as soloist or with ensembles in hundreds of concerts throughout Canada. 

From 1990 to 2003, he toured throughout North America with the Laughton & O’Meara trumpet and organ duo under management with Colwell Artists Management (Canada) and Philip Truckenbrod Concert Artists (U.S). The duo performed over fifty concerts in 22 states and four provinces as well as on radio and television. He was also organist/pianist for the music theatre piece with brass quintet “Time for Christmas” which toured to fifteen communities throughout Ontario in 2000 and 2001.

O’Meara has commissioned and premiered many Canadian compositions and has performed the Canadian premieres of many works by foreign composers. In 2006 in Toronto he performed with the renowned German choir RIAS Kammerchor in a concert honouring the 75th birthday of Russian composer Sofia Gubaidulina, with the composer in attendance.  The same year he gave the world premiere performance of Paul Frehner’s Lila for two orchestras and organ with Ensemble Contemporain de Montréal and Norway’s BIT20 orchestra and also performed in The Toronto Fanfare Project featuring brass players from Canada and Sweden.

He is also in demand as an accompanist (piano & organ) for many choirs in the Toronto area, appearing regularly in concerts by the Victoria Scholars (Jerzy Cichocki), Toronto Choral Society (Geoffrey Butler), Cantores Celestes (Kelly Galbraith) and Achill Choral Society (Dale Wood).  

O’Meara’s interest in improvisation led him to study silent films (i.e. pre-1930) and their musical accompaniment. This became a very creative and unique outlet for his improvisation skills and led to many appearances on Canadian radio and television as well as lectures and newspaper articles on this special art. He is accompanied over 200 silent films for Cinematheque Ontario alone as well as for Le Giornate del Cinema Muto (Italy) the largest annual festival of silent films in the world, Toronto International Film Festival, the National Gallery of Canada, Jack Singer Hall (Calgary), Goethe Institute (Toronto), Pacific Cinematheque (Vancouver), the Perm International Festival (Perm, Russia), the Piccolo Spoleto Festival (Charleton, S.C.) and for many festivals and concert series across Canada and the United States. 

O’Meara is the founder and co-director of ORGANIX (www.organixconcerts.ca), an annual festival held every May throughout Toronto since 2006 that features innovative programs showcasing Toronto’s pipe organs with the aim of building awareness of the organ among the concert-going public as well as performance opportunities for young organists.
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